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Finsr win coiimcr
Engagement Reported to1

Have Occurred in Korea.

NO GENERAL CONTEST

COSSACK PICKETS ATTACK RM a t.t.

JAP DETACHMENT.

Japanese Fleet Observed Off Port

Arthur . Chinese Pirates Doing
Much Damage to Coast Trade.

ST. PETERSBURG, February 20. A dis¬
patch from Port Arthur today says the
first land encounter occurred yesterday. A
picket %f Cossacks attacked a small de¬
tachment of Japanese troops on Korean
territory. The Cossacks captured some

Japanese prisoners, on whom they found
maps and papers.
The collision was presumably between

reconnoitering parties. A general engage¬
ment is not anticipated immediately.
A special Port Arthur dispatch says the

Japanese fleet was observed February 18
cruising off that port.
Reports from northern Korea say the Ko¬

reans are showing a decidedly friendly at¬
titude to the Russians.
The Manchurian railroad Is conveying

troops without difficulty to the various

points of concentration.
Native reports say that the Chinese pi¬

rates. since the outbreak of hostilities,
have been displaying such activity in east¬
ern Asiatic waters as almost to paralyze
the coasting trade.

LAKE BAIKAL DISASTER.

Train Dashed Into Snowdrift.One Sol-
i«r Killed, Nineteen Injured.

ST. PETERSBURG, February 3>.-Wlth
reference to the sensational stories of a dis¬

aster to Russian troops at Lake Baikal (one
report saying that three regiments were

drowned while attempting to cross the ice-
covered lake), It is explained that the trans-

Baikal line was blocked at the Baikal sta¬

tion during the night of February 18 by an

avalanche of snow which fell from a neigh¬
boring mountain. A train having troops on

board dashed into the obstruction, the loco-
motivo was derailed, nnd in the succeeding
Ave cars one soldier was killed, five were
severely Injured and fourteen were slightly
JlUrt; .rraffic wa» expected to be resumed
the following day.
Further advices from Port Arthur today

¦ay that all the women and children and
of ^he male civilians have left that

eon remains
only the ga.ri-

?>3he w?ve of Patriotism sweeping over
the empire seems to be swamping racial
feeling, even the wild trM.es of the Caucasus
UnV th<A°tntediFlnnS ajl'1 su,,en Poles forget¬
ting their grievances and coming forward
to volunteer their service* in ihf
fatherland.

'°es to the common

Devotion of Jewish Doctors.
An Instance of devotion among the czar s

Hebrew subjects Is afforded by the act of
fort>-fl%e Jewish doctors in throwing up
their practices to go to the front. Before
leaving they attended a service held in a

here RabW Drabki" '^de a
rervid address to a 1^

czar s faithful lieges to
1 the

oi'j&Si .sssr.
Czarina Takes Active Interest.

The czarina, who continues to take sreat
personal Interest in providing for the sick
and wounded of the war, presided todav at

SocUrty which"18' °f Lad't8' Pat,i°tic
society which was attended by several

p-and duchesses and others of the highest
,and> a,,d pr*sld*d «252

No. 15,910.

girlhood and womanhood of Russia for the
relief of the wounded, the czarina proposed
temporarily to suspend the studies in the
girls" schools in order that the girls might
be able to devote the school hours to sew¬
ing. The suggestion was applauded, but
no definite action was taken.
Her majesty, who is an expert needle¬

woman, has done much to encourage 6ewing
among Russian society women.

Recognizes Public Subscriptions.
Now that the government lias officially

recognized the public subscriptions to pro¬
vide war vessels to replace thofie destroyed
by the enemy, the newspapers are discuss¬
ing the best type of vessel, opinion veering
from submarine boats to torpedo boat de¬
stroyers. A service organ points out the
cruisers would take too long to build, and
adds that It prefers powerful torpedo boats
and suggests that they be built where the
Japanese got theirs.
Financial circles approve the action of

the imperial ban* in selling London, Paris
and Berlin bills cheaper than before the
war, believing this measure will thwart the
speculators in those centers, where they are
trying to force down the price of the rouble.

treatment of suspects.

May Enter Army as Privates.Speedy
Construction of Warships.

ST. PKTBRSBl'RG, February 20..Ac¬
cording to the terms of an Imperial order,
just Issued, political suspects under police
surveillance are permitted to enter the
army in the field as privates, after which
the minister of the interior and the minis¬
ter of justice can order the withdrawal pt
police supervision over such persons.
Another decree appoints a special com¬

mission, under the presidency of 'Heredi¬
tary Grand Duke Michael Alexandrovitch,
brother of the czar, to arrange for the
most speedy construction of submarine
boats, cruisers and other vessels, to meet
the expense of which a public subscription
has been started by the press.

Would Rectify Jap Statements.
A Russian account of the events imme¬

diately preceding the rupture with Japan
is published in the Official Messenger to¬
day, with the "object of rectifying certain
statements from Japanese sources." In
this account it Is stated that on receipt
of the last Japanese proposals, January 16,
the government immediately proceeded to
examine the Japanese demands.
On January 20 M. Kurino, the Japanese

minister, was informed, in reply to his in¬
quiry, that the czar had intrusted the pro¬
posals to a special conference, the mem¬
bers of which would meet January 2-i, and
that his majesty's decision would probably
not be given before February 2.
On the last-named date Emperor Nicholas

ordered the preparation of a draft of de¬
finitive Instructions to Baron de Posen the
Russian minister to Japan, based on' the
declarations of this conference.

Sent Identical Telegrams.
On February 3 identical telegrams were

sent to Viceroy Alexieff and Baron de
Rosen containing the text of the draft of
a proposed Russo-Japanese agreement,
with a full statement of the reasons which
prompted Russia to modify the Japanese
proposals and general instructions to Bar¬
on de Rosen concerning the presentation
of the reply to the Japanese government.
Forty-eight hours before the receipt of the
news of the rupture Foreign Minister
Lamsdorf notified M. Kurino of the dis¬
patch of the Russian reply.
On February 5 Viceroy Alexieft notified

the foreign office of Baron die Rosen's re¬
ceipt of the reply.
On February 6. at 4 p.m., M. Kurino

quite unexpectedly handed to Count Lams¬
dorf two notes, notifying him of the rup¬
ture of the negotiations and of diplomatic
relations and adding that he. M. Kurino,
and his staff would leave St. Petersburg
February 10.

Hoped for Shortest Possible Time.
These notes were accompanied by a pri¬

vate letter from M. Kurino to Count Lams¬
dorf, expressing the hope that the rupture
of relations would be confined to the short¬
est possible time.
On the same day Viceroy AlexiefT. Baron

de Rosen and all the Russian representa¬
tives at Peking, Tokyo and the capitals of
the great powers were informed by urgent
telegrams of the rupture of relations and
of the issue of an imper'al order withdraw¬
ing the Russian legation from Tokyo,
and laying on the responsibility for
all consequences ensuing. The communi¬
cation concludes:
"Although the breaking off of diplomatic

relations by no means implied the opening
of hostilities, the Japanese government as
early as the night of February 8, and dur¬
ing February 9 and February 10. commit¬
ted a whole series of revolting attacks on
Russian warFhips and merchantmen, at¬
tended by violations of International' law
The decree of the Emperor of Jupan de¬
claring war was not iS6ued until February

German Agreement to Hay Note.
BERLIN, February 20.-The foreign

office several days ago instructed the Ger-
(Continued on Eighth PageTj '
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WERE BLOWN TO PIECES
TERRIBLE EXPLOSION OF THREE

POWDER MILES TODAY.

rhree Men Killed and Thirty-Five In¬

jured.Force Felt In Other
Cities.Cause Unknown.

PATKR30N, N. J., February 20 .An ex¬

plosion at the Luflin & Rand powder mills,
at Wayne, seven miles from here, today
caused the death of three men. Three mills
were wrecked.
A1 Jackson and James Weir were killed

Instantly, their bodies being blown to
pieces. Frederick Weimer died an hour
later. Thirty-live other employes were In¬
jured. several seriously. The cause of the
explosion is unknown. Its force was felt
here, in Newark and in other near-by
cities. The town of Little Falls, five miles
from the mill, was badly shaken, and many
windows were broken and several large
brick chimneys collapsed. Doctors and
nurses were sent from here to the scene of
the disaster.

Capt. Phillips Must Answer Charges.
Capt. J. W. L. Phillips. 27th Infantry, has

been ordered tso report at Chicago to answer
charges of duplication of pay accounts.

PERRY HEATH RESIGNS.

Retires Prom Secretaryship of Republi¬
can National Committee.

CLEVELAND, Ohio, February 20..Perry
S Heath, former first assistant postmaster

I general, and secretary of the republican
national committee, wired Ms resignation
of the latter position, from here today, to
Acting Chairman Payne, at Washington, as
follows:
"Due to the death of Chairman Hanna, I

tender to you my resignation as secretary
of the republican national committee, ef¬
fective immediately."
Mr. Heath stated that the telegram told

the entire story, and he had nothing to add
to It.

KAISER UNMINDFUL OF WAR.

Will Depart March 5 on a Holiday
Cruise in Mediterranean.

BERLIN, February 20. Emperor Wil¬
liam starts on his Mediterranean holiday
March 5, joining the imperial yacht Hohen-
zollern at Messina, Sicily. When the first
news of the outbreak of war between Rus¬
sia and Japan was communicated to his
majesty he gave up his proposecU-trlp, but
as the international situation became calm
he agwin announced his intention of taking
a holiday.
The empress' health prevents her from

accompanying the emperor to the Medi¬
terranean.

HEAD-ON COLLISION.
Causes Death of Baggagemaeter and

Injuries to Others.
FORT WAYNE, Ind., February 20..

Pennsylvania passenger train No. 6, leav¬
ing Chicago about midnight, was wrecked
early today at Hobart, Ind., forty miles
east of Chicago, in a head-on collision with
a freight train. Charles Strayer, baggage-
master of Chicago, was killed, and Mail
Clerks Bricker, Bowers, Thomas and two
passengers, E. G. Weisenberger and C. F.
Haveriri, and S. A. Lindner, fireman of
Fort Wayne, were all seriously injured.
The luggage car and exprtss car were

telescoped, and a mail oar and both loco¬
motives were badly smashed. A relief
train was sent from Chicago, and the in¬
jured were taken to that city.

MET HIS FATE AT LAST.

Sequel to Long-Standing Feud With
Hudson Bay Indians.

WINNIPEG, Manitoba, February 20 .
The long-standing feud batween the fam¬
ily of Roderick Thomas, a Hudson bay
fur trader, and the Indiaqp about Lac du
Hackett, which had already brought death
to two members of the Thomas family, has
resulted in the death of Thomas himself.
His body lias been found hacked to piecesCOO miles north of here. The mounted po¬lice are rounding up the Indians.

FOURTEEN DIE IN *XIS.OSION.
Paris Comb Factory t Blows Up.

Twenty Injured.PARIS, February 20..Fourteen employes
of a celluloid comb factor^, at the corner
of the Boulevard Sebaetojjol and the Rue
Etlenne Marcel, lost their Jives today In a
fire which was started byfan explosion of
gas. About twenty other* employes were
Injured.

FIND CHAB.BJJD REMAINS.

Supposed to Have Been )nly Victim o/
Baltimore Fire.

BALTIMORE, Februatfcr 20-.It was
thought that not a life wan lost in thd fire
here, but a charred body,* suppose i to be
that of a colored man, has been found In
the water at Bowlegs wharf.
The body is so badly burned as to be un-

- recognizable.

THE VICE PRESIDES01

INDIANA MAY FURNISH CANDI¬
DATES FOIf BOTH PARTIES.

-Democratic Leaders Are Planning to

Carry That State and Also

Illinois.

Indiana may furnish the candidates for
second place on both presidential tickets.
Indiana Is regarded as fight.ng ground by
the democratic leaders, and they are look¬
ing it'over very carefully.
"Roosevelt and Fairbanks and John Doe

and Miers" may be the names with which
to conjure in Indiana next fall. Later,
John Doe will be switched and Parker,
Gorman, Hearst or the d irk horse, now best
represented by John Doe, be substituted on
the democratic ticket, but Represenatlve
Robert W. Miers' friends are freely pre¬
dicting that his will be the second name on
the democratic presidential list.
Plans to carry Indiana and Illinois are

now nearer to the hearts of the democratic
leaders than even the question of presiden¬
tial candidates. They think that somehow
or other the problem of the nomir.es for
first place will work itself out, and they
are more concerned in the practical politics
of debatable territory.

Claim for Indiana.
Indiana is claimed as old-fashioned demo¬

cratic ground. The land of Hendricks, of
Dan Voorhees, of Turpie, of Holman and
the long line of distinguished democrats
v/ho have led the hosts of the democracy
to victory has been grudgingly yielded to
the republicans, and the democrats fain
would redeem the old soil.
Representative Miers is a member of the

old guard of the Indiana democracy; a
democrat through thiok and thin and un¬
alterable in his devot'on to the old party
through the changing times and the kaleido¬
scopic policies as they Hashed. Sometimes
things have come a little swiftly for him, in
the way of policies and platforms, but he
has held on hard, and when he could get
his breath would declare that though he
might not understand it all for the moment,
it was labeled democracy, and he was a
democrat. His vice presidential boom is
daily growing more vigorous.
In Congress the belief is general that

Senator Fairbanks will be the republican
candidate for Vice President. The idea is
entirely acceptable to republicans, and at
this time seems to be the political proba¬
bility.

TESTING SAMPLES OF KHAKI.

American Cloth Holds Its Color Better
Than the British.

Some interesting comparative experiments
are in progress on the roof of the War De¬
partment building with different samples
of khaki of foreign and domestic manufac¬
ture. The teBt Is the most severe of any
to which this material has been subjected,
being the atmospheric test, which includes
the exposure of the cloth to the weather
for thirty days. It has been found so far
that the American goods hold their color
much better than the British material.

CLERKS WORKED OVERTIME.

Report of the Auditor for the War De¬
partment.

The Secretary of the Treasury has trans¬
mitted to the Speaker of the House for the
consideration of the committee on war
claims a copy of a report from F. E. Rltt-
mtn,Auditor for the War Department,
relative to cases arising in his office of
clerks working overtime during the war
with Spain.
Mr. 8. E. Faunce. chief of the record di¬

vision, states that during nearly the whole
Of the war and running well into the Phil-

lppine Insurrection he himself worked
night and day, holidays and Sundays.
Never expecting to be compensated for the
extra hours he kept no account of the time
and Is unable to state how much he did
work. Auditor Rittman says that If the
committee desires he can furnish a list cf
all employes entitled to extra pay.

GOING TO THE MANEUVERS.
*

The General Board of the Navy Will
Leave Here Monday.

Admiral Dewey, Mr. Loomis, the assist¬
ant secretary of state; Rear Admiral Hen¬
ry C. Taylor, chief of the bureau of nav¬

igation, the general board of the navy and
Lieut. Reginald K. Belknap of the bureau
of navigation, will leave Washington Mon¬
day afternoon at 8:30 on the Southern rail¬
way for Charleston, S. C.. where Admiral
Dewey and the general board will inspect
the progress of the work at. the navy yard
there, and will board the Mayflower, thence
going to witness the maneuvers of the com¬
bined fleet in the West Indies

Mayflower to Sail Today.
Special Dispatch to The Evening Star.
NORFOLK, Va. February 20.The con¬

verted gunboat Mayflower, upon which Ad¬
miral Dewey and staff are to witness the
Caribbean sea practices of the North At¬
lantic squadron, came out of dry dock at
the Norfolk navy yard this morning, and
sails for the south at 4 o'clock this after¬
noon.
The colliers Leonidas and Sterling, with

coal for the Caribbean sea fleet, sail tiiis
afternoon with the Mayflower.

TO CONSULT DR. HERRAN.

A Colombian Consular Official Coming
to Washington.

NEW YORK. Feb. 20..Mariano Becccra,
consul general of Colombia at Curacao, was
a passenger on the steamer Adirondack,
which arrived today from Savanilla. He is
on special service to consult the Colombian
diplomatic representative. Dr. Thomas Her-
ran.

Congressional Committees Return.
The train bearing the congressional com¬

mittees and others who went from this city
to attend the funeral of Senator Hanna in
Cleveland returned here today in time for
the meeting of the Senate and House. The
train was expected in at 9 o'clock, but it
was noarly 12 o'clock when it reached Wash¬
ington. Governor Taft went to Cincinnati
and Secretary Cortelyou went to Canton.
Ail the senators and representatives who
attended the funeral returned on the spe¬
cial train.

Discovery of a New Sea.
United States Minister John Barret re¬

ports to the State Department from Buenos
Ayres, January 12, the arrival at that port
of the Scottish antarctic expedition on the
Scotia, and gives a brief statement of the
results of the expedition. The Scotia cov¬
ered 4,000 miles of previously unexplored
sea and found a new deep sea of 2,500
fathoms about 500 miles southeast of South
Orkney Islands, abounding with fish and
crustaceans. The Scotia was expected to
return to Scotland by way of Cape of (iooit
Hope some time in June.

Changes in the Cuban Tariff.
For the benefit of American exporters

the bureau of statistics, Department of
Commerce and Labor, has just published in
the daily consular reports in great detail
the changes made by the Cuban govern¬
ment by proclamation in the tariff. As al-
ready Indicated, these amount to increases
of from 15 to 30 per cent, and the effect of
these changes can be ascertained by com-
parison with the Cuban tariff already is¬
sued by the same bureau.

The Public Hay Scales.
Representative Babcock has introduced

in the House a bill similar to one now

pending in the Senate authorizing the Com¬
missioners of the District of Columbia to
make regulations respecting the public hay
scales.

For Military Camp in Idaho.
Senator Heyburn today introduced an

amendment to the army appropriation bill
appropriating $500,000 for the purchase of
20,000 acres of land in Spokane county,
Wash., and Kootenai county. Idaho, for the
establishment of a permanent camp ground
for the regular army and national militia.

Martial Law in Uruguay.
In a report to the State Department from

Montevideo, dated January 13, United
States Minister Finch states that .while
there has been no declaration of martial
law. it is accurately being enforced through¬
out Uruguay. Egress from Montevideo was

restricted to foreigners with passports and
there was a rigid press censorship.

Medical Officer on General Staff.
It is very probable that before long the

medical corps *of the army will be repre¬
sented on the general staff. It is thought
that Secretary Taft, upon the recommenda¬
tion of the surgeon general of the army,
will authorize the detail of a medical offi¬
cer (probably Major Guy L. Edie) to the
general staff.

Chevrons for Enlisted. Scldeiis.
The question of chevrons for the white

uniform of the enlisted men of the army Is
under discussion again. It has been recom¬
mended that a brown chevron be adopted
for this uniform in place of the white chev¬
ron, as provided for in the original regula¬
tions. A white chevron on a white uni¬
form, of course, is indiscernible unless its
dimensions are Indicated by a darker "pip¬
ing." The new chevron is being tested at
Fort Myer, Va.

The Wireless Telegraphy School.
The Navy Department is making prepara¬

tions to transfer the wireless telegraphy
school for enlisted men from Newport, R.
I., to the navy yard. New York, N. Y..
where better facilities are afforded for thi?
work. It is the intention to assemble here
all men under electrical instruction, both
in wireless telegraphy and other branches.

Medals for Army Competition.
The various medals for departmental and

aimy competitions of last year have be»n
received by the chief of ordnance of the
aimy, and arrangements are being made
for their transmission to those entitled to
wear them.

Gun Velocity to Be Reduced.
As a result of the many accidents to the

naval guns the Navy Department has or¬

dered the reducing of the initial velocities
of guns on bfiard ship, at naval proving
grounds and also at navy yards. The
velocity of the thirteen-inch guns has been
reduced from 2,800 feet to 2.000 feet, and
the velocity of the three-inch guns has
been reduced from 2.800 feet to 2,700 feet.

Naval Promotions.
The PresideDt has approved the record?

of the examining board which promoted to
the grades named Rear Admirals Thomas
J. Jewell. William M. Fosher and "Casper
J. Goodrich.

i

PART 1.

PAGES 1-16.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
An Early Adjournment of

Congress Favored.

MAY 1 IS SUGGESTED
NEW PANAMA CANAL COMMIS¬
SIONERS HAVE BEEN CHOSEN.

Names to Be Announced Next Wednes¬

day, Immediately After Ratifica¬
tion of Treaty.

The minds of members of Congress are

turning to the question of the adjournment
of that body. There is a unanimous opinion
among those who call at the White House,
and who have referred to adjournment In
talking; with the President that there is

absolutely no reason why the legislature
should be in session after May 1. and some
senators and representatives declare that
April 15 would be the proper time for ad¬
journment.
Senator Lodge says that Congress" ought

to be able to finish its work by April IS at
the latest. "It seems to me." he said to a
Star reporter, "that there is nothing to keep
Congress here after April 15. The canal
treaty is practically out of the way, and the
appropriation bills can be handled In suIB-
clent time to get away by the middle of
April."
House leaders also see no reason against

an early adjournment, in the House ad¬
journment can be arranged for at almost
any time, as the rules of that body permit
the expedition of business. Senator Dryden
of New Jersey, one of the White House
callers today, said: "I really think we
cculd easily dispose of the work ahead of
us and adjourn by April 1, but, allowing
for everything that we may not be able to
see. May 1 ought to be the limit for re¬
maining here. The Panama legislation h:is
been the most Important we have lrid and
will have, and wiili this out of the way
next week there will be nothing 1 can now
see to prevent the early passage of the ap¬
propriation bills. I tind that the dem >critio
senators are in accord with the republican
about an early adjournment."
Senator Quarles of Wisconsin feels *hat

Congress could easily get away by April
15, but he fixes May 1 as the time for being
at his home. "There is no excuse for st ty¬
ing here after May 1," Senator Wuarles
said. "With the appropriation bills as the
main work to be Hone, there ought to be no
r< ason why we should stay here. These
bills can be disposed of in a few weeks.
When the Panama treaty is settled the
most important matter for action is the
case of General Leonard Wood. I am sure
that a settlement of this case will require
only a few days. There may be some com¬
plications in the far eastern situation to be
looked after by Congress, but I do not an¬
ticipate anything that will delay adjourn¬
ment after May 1."
Senator Pulton of Oregon expressed the

opinion that May 1 ought to find CongressI away from Washington, and Senator Mitch¬
ell of the same state said: "I have been in
the Senate for a good many years, but I
have never seen the prospects so good for
an early adjournment. We do not know
what may happen in connection 'with the
eastern problem, but without unexpected
complications we ought to get away from
here without trouble the 1st of May."

Has a Good Memory.
President Roosevelt has a remarkable

memory for the faces and names of people
he has met, and this was shown again to¬
day in his greeting of George H. BuckstafT
of Oshkosh, Wis., who went to the White
House to renew a transient acquaintance
formed twelve years ago. Mr. BuckstafT
was hunting in Texas at the time and cas¬
ually met the President, who Was in that
state hunting peccaries, a small wild hog.
They hunted together for a few days and
then parted without the expectation of see¬
ing each other again. Before Senator
Quarles could introduce Mr. BuckstafT the
President had extended his greetings and
recalled the circumstances of their meeting
and of their hunt.
Senator Bard of California had a confer¬

ence with the President today. The im¬
pression prevails that John P. Irish, the
naval officer of the port of San Francisco,
about whose office the California repub¬
licans nave had much to say in the last
year or so, will resign his position before
many months.
Representative Sherley of Louisville in¬

troduced & party of insurance agents from
" Louisville, who are in Washington on an
excursion. Senator Clapp of Minnesota
and Representative Loudenslager of New
Jersey introduced friends.
Delegate Maguire of Oklahoma and three

prominent citize'-.-s of the territory.ex-
Judge Sleeper, Mayor Turner of Lawton
and Mr. Cunningham, the county attorney
at Lawton.had a talk with the President
about the expenditure of the proceeds of
the sale of lols In Law-ton, Andarko and
Hobart. There is a fund of about $750,000
to be used in county and city improve¬
ments, and tl.e Oklahoma people interested
are In a great struggle about how It is to
be spent. D.l^'.tlons of them have con¬
sulted with retary Hitchcock of the In¬
terior Department, and have suggested
many ways of disposing of the money. The
President wanted some facts, and this in¬
duced a call from the men named.

Canal Commission Selected.
Prsident Roosevelt has selected the men

who are to constitute the new Panama ca¬
nal commission, and formal announcement
of the personnel of the commission will be
made as soon as the treaty with Panama
shall have been ratified next Tuesdiy. As
heretofore stated, Rear Admiral John W.
Walker, who is president of the existing
isthmian canal commission, will be a mem-
her of the new commission, probably its
head, and Gen. George W. Davis also will
be a member. In ndidtion to those two.
Col. Frank G. Hecker of Detroit, who dur¬
ing the Spanish-American war was director
of transportation for the War Department,
has been chosen by the President for a
plice on the commission. He has indicated
his acceptance of the appointment. The
commission is to be composed of seven
members.
The o'her four have been selected, but

no intimation is given as to who they may
bo, except that one of them Is a prominent
Ix>uisianian. He will be the southern man
on the commission. It is understood to be
quite certain that former Senator James
K. Jones of Arkinsas, former Gov. Sayers
of Texas. Isham Randolph of Chicago. who
was the chief engineer of the Chicago
drainage canal, and former Senator Harris
of Kansas, all of whom have been nimed
prominently in connection with appoint¬
ments to the new commission, are not
among the selections of the President. It
is expected that the President very soon
wlK receive acceptances from all of the
men whom he has chosen for the commis¬
sion. His effort h^.s been to secure men
who. in a notable d 'gree, are well fitted for
the work which they will have to do, and
it is believed tlifc announcement of the per¬
sonnel of the co-nm'ssion will command
lttelf to the people of the country.
The names of the commission will be

sent to the Senate on Wednesday of next
week, and the President hopes to see early
confirmation, that the work of digging the
canal may commence without unnecesjA-y
delay.

A Vp.grant Office Cat.
Neither the President nor Secretary Loeb

has eyer had time to consider tbs question


